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Arjun Appadurai is the Goddard Professor of 
Media, Culture, and Communication at New 
York University. He is a prominent contemporary 
social-cultural anthropologist, having formerly 
served as Provost and Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at The New School in NYC. He 
has held various professorial chairs and visiting 
appointments at the University of Pennsylvania, 
the University of Chicago, Yale University, and 
The New School University. In addition, he is a 
founding editor of Public Culture, one of the most 
influential cross-disciplinary journals, and has 
served on several scholarly and advisory bodies in 
the United States, Latin America, Europe and India. 
Dr. Appadurai’s books include Fear of Small Numbers 
(Duke UP, 2006), Globalization (Duke UP, 2001), 
Modernity at Large (U. Minnesota, 1996), The Social 
Life of Things (Cambridge UP, 1986), and Worship 
and Conflict Under Colonial Rule: A South Indian Case 
(Cambridge UP, 1981). The nature and significance 
of his contributions throughout his academic career 
have earned him the reputation as a leading figure 
in his fields.
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